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www.mikethorntonjazz.com 
miket@MikeThorntonAgency.com 
703-597-4441

"(Thornton) sets off fireworks that color the sky with bright colors." ~Jim 
Santella, Cadence Magazine 

"In the jazz-pop spectrum, he fits somewhere between Mark Murphy and Steve 
Tyrell -- not bad company." ~Mike Joyce, Washington Post 

Wowing audiences and music critics alike with his “clear, baritone voice and 
vibrant expression” (see “press” section), Mike Thornton has led jazz bands as a vocalist and musical 
director since the early 1980’s in NYC and Washington, DC. And before launching his professional career 
as a singer (and actor), he attended Hartt School of Music, where he studied voice and music education 
and had the opportunity to study with the great Jackie McLean. 

During his days in NYC (1983-1995) Mike Thornton's Jazz Quartet played clubs like the 55 Bar, Arthur's 
Tavern, Cleopatra's Needle, The Garage, Red Blazer, Augie's, and Torch. 

In the Washington D.C. area since 1995, Mike’s JAZZ COLLECTIVE has 
appeared in Blues Alley, Twins Jazz, Bohemian Caverns, State Theatre, 
Jammin Java, the Ice House Cafe, Bangkok Blues, among many others 
venues, as well as at outdoor concerts throughout the DC region. Mike has 
been a university instructor for Montgomery College as well as University 
of Hartford in CT.  

While Jazz has been his passion since age 19, Mike has been a performer 
and creative director in numerous contexts for over 30 years. When not 
singing jazz (or should we say singing jazz and stretching its boundaries 
with a sprinkle of funk or salsa or blues vibes), much of his time was 
devoted to acting in earlier years (Shear Madness, Kennedy Center; 
Homicide, Life On The Street, NBC; Off-Broadway and national tours), and 
more recently performing as a full-time singer/actor with the nationally-
known political satire group, The Capitol Steps. 

Cadence Magazine: "He's unique. Twisting each vowel and consonant into a series of 
related musical tones, he gathers the best of both worlds: the dexterity of an instrumentalist 

and the lyrical passion of a singer." 

"Thornton shows his deep love for fun-loving Swing, soulful ballad interpretations and 
uptempo romps with a clear, baritone voice and vibrant expression." 

"....A Jazz singer who possesses the right combination of skills to make things work out in 
almost any situation." Jim Santella, 

www.mikethorntonjazz.com


 

NOTABLE PERFORMANCES 
 

 
 

PLAY LIST 

 Señor Blues 
 Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps 

 My One and Only Love 
 Caravan 

 Joy Spring 

 Traffic Jam 
 Golden Slumbers 

  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 

 

 

https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/sencc83or-blues-mix-bias-tweak-2-s4qt_01.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/perhaps-mix-bias-02-s4qt_03.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/my-one-and-only-8-23-pc.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/06-caravan-1.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/11-joy-spring-11.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/13-traffic-jam.mp3
https://mikethorntonjazz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/golden-slumbers-1-9-18.mp3
https://www.instagram.com/mikethorntonis/
https://www.facebook.com/MikeJazzDC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4ojQr8RG2_IsjG0nktbA4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ou9u-Caqhow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFIIYaOwFSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiF7mJ1a7z4


  
 
 

 
 
 

RELATED LINKS 

 
Mike’s Website: mikethorntonjazz.com 

 
Press Clippings 

 
High Definition Photos 

 
Full Bio 

 
Contact & Booking 

 

www.mikethorntonjazz.com
https://mikethorntonjazz.com/press-clippings/
https://mikethorntonjazz.com/hd-photos-for-download/
https://mikethorntonjazz.com/recordings/bio/
https://mikethorntonjazz.com/contact/



